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Would it really matter �.if yet another 
of our Dale�s  Methodist Chapels closed ? 
Gunnerside for example. It really is not 
possible to keep the few we have left open 
without more support from the local 
communities.
At Gunnerside there is the Shortest day, 
Harvest festival, Easter and Midsummer 
where you will find more than  a handful 
of people and the occasional visitors at a 
Sunday Service. The regular giving is also 
now so small it will not be possible to pay 
the bills for long.
It would be lovely to see lots of activity in 
the Chapel in addition to the male Voice 
Choir from York every other year, the odd 
concert for the Swaledale Festival, the 
Gunnerside Choir, and occasionally the 
Swale Singers and Muker Band. Even the 
Methodist Primary School may be using it 
less in future.
Fewer people get married in Church now, 
and when they do they never return. Of 
course we still do have funerals. Where 
would you like to be buried? Maybe 
scatter your ashes on the Swale or on the 
Barf or down the lead mines?
If Gunnerside Chapel is forced to close 
there would only be Arkengarthdale and 
Reeth left for Methodists�twelve miles 
form Keld and nine from Muker.
Apart from the financial implication, if 
the necessary officers to run the Cahpel 
are not forthcoming there certainly will 
be more closures in the Dales. Help from 
the circuit beyond Reeth to act as 

Secretary/Treasurer and Stewards etc. 
can only be a temporary measure  - then 
the crunch will come.
If you look in the Gunnerside Visitors 
Book in the porch, the comments are 
always encouraging and so often people 
are thrilled to find it open when they try 
the door. Many of the folk around the 
villages have ancestors who put their 
faith, money and skills into building  the 
Chapel.  Do we owe them anything?
Please think about it.      Florence Bland.

Thank you Florence for the heartfelt 
letter. The problem of keeping Chapels and 
Churches open is not of course confined to 
our two beautiful Dales, but that is where 
our concern lies. I believe that we are just 
custodians for future generations of these 
magnificent  buildings built to glorify and 
worship God. We therefore all have a duty 
and responsibility to keep them going 
wherever possible, as we, and our Dale 
would be so much the losers if they were 
not there as part of our community. They 
are now as much a part of our landscape as 
the sheep and hills. They also form part of 
our historical and social heritage, as well 
as being the spiritual centres of our Dale. 
We do need to think about what we can do 
to preserve them, not just as stones and 
mortar, but as a living and active part of 
our community. What do others think ? Let 
us know.              GML
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c/o  THE EDITOR
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Gallows Top
Low Row
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North Yorkshire.  DL11 6PP
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�Gazette�  - ADVERTISING
To ensure prompt attention for new adverts, 
setting up, changes to current advert runs, advert 
rates and account enquiries, please contact: The 
EDITOR at above address.  

All articles can be left at :
REETH POST OFFICE 

GAZETTE DEADLINES
In order that we can distribute the 
Gazette on the first of each 
month, it is necessary to have a 
Deadline date.  The Deadline Dates 
for the  next few  months are as 
follows :.
September August  15th
October             September 15th
November October 15th

PLEASE NOTE
We cannot guarantee any entry not 

submitted by the deadline.

A years subscription to the  Reeth and 
District gazette makes an excellent 
present. To subscribe please contact 

our subscription secretary.

LARGE PRINT 
COPIES OF THE GAZETTE

We  can now offer large print copies 
of the Gazette. These are issued free 
of charge, but are printed on special 
request only. Please inform the editor 

should you require this service.
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Tel. : 01748  884474
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Tel. : 01748  884312
Email  : 
jamesaldersonongreenways@hotmail.com
Distribution : Wendy Gardner
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Tel. : 01748 884113
Subscription Secretary : Alex Hewlett, 
The Vicarage, Reeth, Richmond, DL11
Tel.             : 01748 884706 
EDITOR : George Lundberg
Gallows Top, Low Row, Richmond, DL11 6PP
Tel. : 01748 886111/886505
Tel/Fax       : 01748  886111
Email :  GML1@gallowstop.fsnet.co.uk
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CHURCH  SERVICES  in   Swaledale  &  Arkengarthdale 
Sunday 5th.  August
9.15 am St. Mary�s Muker

Eucharist
10.30am URC Combined Service at 

Barnard Castle
Reeth Methodist

11.00am St. Edmund�s, Marske
Family Service

Holy Trinity, Low Row
Eucharist

Reeth Evangelical Congregational
6.00pm St. Andrew�s, Grinton

Evensong BCP
6.30pm Arkengarthdale 

Holy Communion
Gunnerside Methodist
Reeth Evangelical Congregational

Sunday 19th. August
9.15am St. Mary�s, Muker

Holy Communion BCP
10.30am Low  URC

Holy Communion
Reeth Methodist

11.00am Holy Trinty,  Low Row
Eucharist

St. Edmund�s Marske
Eucharist

Reeth Evangelical Congregational
6.30pm St. Mary�s Arkengarthdale

Evensong BCP
Arkengarthdale Methodist
Gunnerside Methodist
Reeth Evangelical Congregational

Sunday 12th August
9.30am St. Andrew�s, Grinton

Eucharist
St. Michael�s, Downholme

Holy Communion
10.30am Low Row URC

Reeth Methodist
Holy Communion

11.00am St. Edmund�s Marske
Eucharist

Reeth Evangelical Congregational
11.15am St. Mary�s Arkengarthdale

Holy Communion BCP
2.00pm Keld URC
6.30pm Gunnerside Methodist

Reeth Evangelical Congregational

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Meet at the Friends Meeting House in 

Leyburn, Bainbridge and Countersett. For 
details of regular weekly services and  any 

further information please telephone  Peter 
Neale 01969 625470

Sunday 26th.  August
8.00am Holy Trinity, Low Row

Holy Communion BCP
9.30am  St. Andrew�s, Grinton

Eucharist
St. Michael�s, Downhome

Holy Communion
10.30am Low Row 

Reeth Methodist
11.00am St. Edmund�s Marske

Eucharist
Reeth Evangelical Congregational

11.15 St. Mary�s, Arkengarthdale
Eucharist

2.00pm Keld URC
6.30pm Gunnerside Methodist

Reeth Evangelical Congregational
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