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A 

Tribute to Life and Ministry of the
Reverend Harry Batty,

Methodist Minister in Swaledale 
1961 to 1985

It was with a great sense of loss that many 
Swaledale folk heard of the passing of the 
Reverend Harry Batty who died aged 83 in 
Edinburgh on 11th May 2007. Harry retired from 
full- time Methodist Ministry and left Reeth for 
Edinburgh in 1985 after 24 years as 
Superintendent of the then Reeth Circuit -
comprising eight churches with Places of 
Worship at Reeth, Arkengarthdale, Low Row, 
Gunnerside, Muker. Keld, Hurst and Marske. 
Throughout his long period of service in 
Swaledale he ministered effectively to these 
eight far flung church communities single-
handed but always with the faithful support of 
a modest cadre of Church Leaders and Local 
Preachers including his talented wife 
Margaret who like Harry made a splendid 
contribution to the life and wellbeing of the 
people of Swaledale. Many of us who were 
privileged to know Harry as a personal friend can 
testify to the uplifting experience of 
sharing fellowship with him ~ whether during 
worship or in the home - or sometimes simply 
when we bumped into him out in the street. His 
devotion to folk who needed a helping hand 
was awesome, not least at times of illness or 
bereavement, and at other times when things 
were not going too well for us (I could cite a 
number of examples) Harry was the one to 
listen closely and bring some light to bear - often 
by affording practical help as well as an unfailing 
word of encouragement. Born and bred in 
Sunderland Harry was a keen footballer in his 

youth and was at one time on the books of 
the then already famous Sunderland Football 
Club at Roker Park, After being called to preach 
he candidated for Ministry and trained at 
the then well established Headingley 
Methodist Ministerial Training College in Leeds, 
the home city of his future wife Margaret. 
Before coming to Reeth Harry and Margaret 
served as missionaries in Guyana and then 
became very well loved and respected in and 
around Thirsk - so much so that those of us who 
had heard of their popular ministry there were 
somewhat puzzled to know how the then Reeth 
Circuit , in rural Swaledale, had managed to 
attract their interest. Part of the answer no 
doubt lay in the fact that in good weather 
Swaledale is one of the most beautiful places in 
the world to live and work, but perhaps more 
important for these two, was the warm -
hearted character and dry humour of its 
indigenous people, which they found to be 
particularly worthy of recognition, support and 
placing on record. Harry Batty may be no longer 
with us in the flesh but his memory lives on in the 
hearts of all those who were privileged to know 
him. Keith Jackson

A CHANGE TO OUR TEAM
Our Subscription Secretary, Trixie Roe is 
shortly leaving us to take up a position in 
Malton. On behalf of the entire Gazette 
Management Team I would like to wish her 
well, and to thank her most sincerely for 
many years of hard and dedicated work. 
Trixie is the sort of person who you can ask 
to do something and know full well that it 
will be done, and every organisation needs 
people like her. Good luck Trixie, we shall 
miss you. Our new Subscription Secretary is 
Alex Hewlitt, who I have every confidence 
will take over the reigns and become a 
reliable member of our team. 

Malcolm Gardner  - Chairman.

EDITORIAL
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No material may be reproduced in whole or in 
part without permission. Whilst every care is 
taken, the publishers cannot be held legally 

responsible for any errors or opinions in 
Articles, Listings or Advertisements.

Printed and Published by the
Reeth & District Gazette.

c/o  THE EDITOR
George M. Lundberg

Gallows Top
Low Row

Richmond
North Yorkshire.  DL11 6PP

Tel./Fax :  01748 886111  or  Tel. 886505
Email: GML1@gallowstop.fsnet.co.uk

�Gazette�  - ADVERTISING
To ensure prompt attention for new adverts, 
setting up, changes to current advert runs, advert 
rates and account enquiries, please contact: The 
EDITOR at above address.  

All articles can be left at :
REETH POST OFFICE 

GAZETTE DEADLINES
In order that we can distribute the 
Gazette on the first of each 
month, it is necessary to have a 
Deadline date.  The Deadline Dates 
for the  next few  months are as 
follows :.
August  July  15th
September August  15th
October             September 15th

PLEASE NOTE
We cannot guarantee any entry not 

submitted by the deadline.

A years subscription to the  Reeth and 
District gazette makes an excellent 
present. To subscribe please contact 

our subscription secretary.

LARGE PRINT 
COPIES OF THE GAZETTE

We  can now offer large print copies 
of the Gazette. These are issued free 
of charge, but are printed on special 

request only. Please inform the editor 
should you require this service.

GAZETTE  MANAGEMENT  TEAM
Chairman :
MALCOLM GARDNER
Forge House, Healaugh, Richmond DL11 6LD
Tel/Fax : 01748  884113
Email  : sales@conveyorconsultancy.co.uk
Secretary : Sue Alderson 
Holme View, Low Row, Richmond, DL11 6PE . 
Tel          : 01748 886292
Email  : susana@swaledale.org
Treasurer : David Trusson
The Lodge, Marrick, Richmond, DL11 7LQ
Tel. : 01748  884474
Email  : rdgacc@aol.com
Production Manager : James Alderson 
Greenways, Grinton, Richmond, DL11 6HJ
Tel. : 01748  884312
Email  : 
jamesaldersonongreenways@hotmail.com
Distribution : Wendy Gardner
Forge House, Healaugh,Richmond, DL11 6LD
Tel. : 01748 884113
Subscription Secretary : Alex Hewlitt, 
The Vicarage, Reeth, Richmond, DL11
Tel.             : 01748 884706 
EDITOR : George Lundberg
Gallows Top, Low Row, Richmond, DL11 6PP
Tel. : 01748 886111/886505
Tel/Fax       : 01748  886111
Email :  GML1@gallowstop.fsnet.co.uk

Cover Drawing by
Angela Whitworth
Arkengarthdale
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CHURCH  SERVICES  in   Swaledale  &  Arkengarthdale 
Sunday 8th.  July
9.30am St. Andrew�s, Grinton

Eucharist
St. Michael�s, Downholme

Holy Communion
10.30am Low Row URC

Reeth Methodist
11.00am St. Edmund�s, Marske

Eucharist
Reeth Evangelical Congregational

11.15am St. Mary�s, Arkengarthdale 
Holy Communion BCP

6.00 pm St. Mary�s Muker
Family Service

6.30pm Arkengarthdale Methodist
Gunnerside Methodist
Reeth Evangelical Congregational

Sunday 22nd.. July
8.00am Holy Trinty Low Row

Holy Communion BCP
9.30am St. Andrew�s Grinton

Eucharist
St. Michael�s Downholme

Holy Communion
10.30am Low Row 

Holy Communion
Reeth Methodist

11.00am St. Edmund�s Marske
Eucharist

Reeth Evangelical Congregational
11.15am St. Mary�s Arkengarthdale

Holy Communion BCP
6.30pm Gunnerside Methodist

Reeth Evangelical Congregational

Sunday 15th July
9.15am St. Mary�s Muker

Holy Communion BCP
10.30am Low Row URC

Reeth Methodist
11.00am Holy Trinity Low Row

Eucharist
St. Edmund�s Marske
Reeth Evangelical Congregational

2.00pm Keld URC
6.30pm St. Mary�s Arkengarthdale

Evensong BCP
Gunnerside Methodist
Reeth Evangelical Congregational

Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Meet at the Friends Meeting House in 

Leyburn, Bainbridge and Countersett. For 
details of regular weekly services and  any 

further information please telephone  Peter 
Neale 01969 625470

Sunday 29th.  July
10.30am St. Andrew�s, Grinton

United Parish Eucharist
Low Row 
Reeth Methodist

11.00am St. Edmund�s Marske
Eucharist

Reeth Evangelical Congregational
2.00pm Keld URC
6.30pm Arkengarthdale Methodist

Gunnerside Methodist
Reeth Evangelical Congregational

ADVANCE NOTICE
Reeth Evangelical Congregational Church
Holiday Club �The People Jesus met�

20th to 24th. August
Bible Stories  - quizzes

Picnic  - Crafts
Family Fun

Games   - Music
For all children of primary school age 
(5 years and up) and also on 
Wednesday 22nd August (7.30 to 
9pm )  for anyone  of secondary 
school age. For  more details 
telephone Elizabeth Gregson on 

01748 884401
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YORKSHIRE HUMOUR
A new collection of poems entitled 
Yorkshire Humour has just been published 
and it is on sale at �3  - all proceeds in aid 
of Arkengarthdale Methodist Church. It is 
written by Rhoda Fraser, who lives at 
Brompton on Swale with her husband John 
and sons Thomas and Richard. She was born 
in Arkengarthdale where she was 
christened and married in the Methodist 
Church, being an active member there as 
were her parents and grandparents before 
her. Rhoda qualified as a nurse but has 
many hobbies and interests, including 
singing, acting, story telling and working 
with children. If you are planning an event and 
feel the need for a Storyteller ring Rhoda on
01748  818156. Rhoda is CVR checked, and a 
member of the Society for Storytelling.. The 
book is an excellent collection guaranteed 
to put a smile on anyone�s face, it is 
available from Mrs. Maureen Stones,  Arkle 
Town, Arkengarthdale, tel. 01748 884373. 
It will make an inexpensive and fun present.

Muker Ladies Guild.
Come and solve the Jigsaw Trail around 
Muker Village and enjoy Pate,Pudding and a 
glass of wine in the village hall 
on Friday July 20th at 7 p.m. in aid of the 
l o c a l  a m b u l a n c e  s e r v i c e 

and the Air Ambulance. Tickets at �5.00. 
are available from Reeth Post Office, 
Sue Thompson 886576, & on the door.

Victorian Singers In The Swaledale Museum
Singers in Victorian Dress will give a oncert 
in Swaledale on July 7th., surrounded by 
tools implements and other objects from a 
bygone age. The concert takes place in the 
Swaledale Museum on Saturday July 7h at 
7.30pm and the music will be provided by 
the Harp Singers, a mixed group of about a 
dozen performers under the direction of 
Roger Ohr.
CHRISTIAN AID WEEK IN THE TWO DALES
Many thanks to all involved in the annual 
Christian Aid Collection. In addition special 
thanks to the Scout Group who distribute 
the Reeth envelopes, and the Traidcraft 
Group who tirelessly raise funds all year 
selling fairly traded goods, contributing to 
the Christian Aid total each year from 
their profits. If you are in Reeth on the 
first Friday of the month and are 
interested in supporting fairly traded 
goods, do call at the �drop in� at the 
Methodist Schoolroom and see the 
extensive range of fairly traded goods. The 
village House to House collection  this year 
was  �1993.58. Full village details in the 
Gazette next month. Susan Allison 

ILLUSTRATED TALKS IN FREMINGTON SUNDAY SCHOOL JULY 2007
MONDAY EVENINGS AT 8pm

July 9 Ron Baines Wildlife & Conservation at Warcup, Cumbria
July 16 Angela Henson Norway � Land of Mountains & Flowers
July 23 Ian Court My Role Within the Wildlife Conservation 

Team of the YDNPA
July 30 David Smith Small is Beautiful

(International Award Winning Close up Botanical Photos)
�3.00 Adults         �1.00 Children        (Including Coffee & Biscuits)

Proceeds to St. Andrew�s Church at Grinton in Swaledale 
Enquiries 01748 886644/884366 

E-mail:  "mailto:grinton@swaleview.me.uk" www.swaleview.me.uk
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General Building Contractor
Plastering / Roofing / Dry lining/

Ceiling Work / Pointing / Guttering
MOST BUILDING REPAIR WORK 

CARRIED OUT
(Estimates Free)

NO JOB TOO SMALL
Tel : 01748 - 884621

Email : amalton56@fsmail.net

ANDY  MALTON LTD

REETH GARAGE LTD.

TEL.  01748 - 884243

ARKENGARTHDALE  ROAD, REETH, RICHMOND,  
NORTH YORKSHIRE. DL11 6QT

WINTER JACKET
SALE

Save up to 20%
WOMEN�S ISLANDER AND MEN�S HUNTER

PEACHED MICROFIBRE
FULLY WATER AND WINDPROOF
TOP QUALITY AND LOW PRICE

WELLY  OFFER
HOGS BRAEMAR JUST LIKE HUNTER

BUT HALF THE PRICE
GREEN OR BLUE

NEW STOCK MUCKBOOT TACK
IDEAL EQUESTRIAN OR LEISURE

LIGHTWEIGHT DURABLE INSULATED
4 GREAT COLOURS

Purple Dusky
Powder Black

Pink
Blue
BORDER from �12.99

We are seeking reliable staff to join our 
team and to work in the housekeeping 
and dining room departments of our busy 
upmarket Hotel. Would involve some 
evenings and weekend work. Excellent 
rates of pay and conditions. For further 
details please call 01748 884292






































































