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Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year to all!
PRICELESS
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LARGE PRINT
COPIES OF THE GAZETTE
We can now offer large print copies of
the Gazette. These are issued free of
charge, but are printed on special request
only. Please inform the editor should you

require this service.

GAZETTE DEADLINES
In order that we can distribute the
Gazette on the first of each
month, it is necessary to have a
Deadline date. The Deadline Dates
for the next few months are as
follows

January December 15th
February January 15th
March February 15th

PLEASE NOTE
We cannot guarantee any entry not
submitted by the deadline, ..

A year's subscription to the Reeth and
District gazette makes an excellent
present. To subscribe please contact

our subscription secretary.

Cover picture - 'Ho. Ho, Ho!'
by Angela Whitworth.
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The Beauty and Mystery Of Christmas
Hello again! Thanks for reading. It is now
very close to that magical time of year—
Christmas. Already we have seen decorations
in the shops and streets inviting us to get
info the Festive Spirit and spend , spend,
spend. I do think that is sad, because we all
too offen forget about Advent—the
preparation for the coming of the Christ
Child. The glitter and baubles displayed too
early seem to water down the message. We
are all guilty of forgetting the message of
Advent because we want to get everything
ready in time for Christmas Day. I remember
as a child we were still at school until
Christmas Eve, and then we went shopping
for the Christmas Fare (and for bargains)
and the wonder and excitement of going
round the ftown looking in the shop windows,
and being part of the hustle and bustle added
to the beauty and mystery of Christmas. I
can still feel the excitement. Then there was
the Christmas Tree. Usually put up on
Christmas Eve and oh what joy. In
Langthwaite in the early days we had no
electricity, and so it was candles on the tree,
although my friend's tree had battery lights.
But the candles were super and really seemed
to sparkle and glow. Along with the paper
streamers and baubles it all added to the
magic of the occasion. I heard the other day
on a television show someone say that
Christmas Decorations were 'tacky’. Someone
else retorted they have to be to be in the
spirit of the season. In some ways that is
right. What we are celebrating is so out of
the ordinary that we need to show it in an
extraordinary way. Christmas Trees and
decorations do just that. They help to add to
the beauty and mystery of the occasion and
brighten up our lives and surroundings at a
time of year when things can be so bleak.
Plus if we take on board the real spirit of
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Christmas our lives will continue to be bright.
But trees and decorations aside nothing can
capture for me the mystery and the beauty
of Christmas better than the carols we sing.
They have the power tfo recreate in my
imagination the scenes of the first
Christmas. They seem to be able to set the
atmosphere -- the crowded inn, the smelly
stable, the sleeping city, the great star
spilling its beauty down over the waiting
earth, the lonely shepherds in the field, the
blazing, sudden glory of the heavenly hosts
breaking through the darkness, then the
contrast of the stable with the sleeping
baby and the wondering hearts that come to
worship and kneel before this amazing
wonder-Jesus  Christ  born on earth.
Christmas means fo me the most momentous
event the ages have ever seen, when the Lord
of All became the Baby of Bethlehem in
order that we might be delivered from our
selfishness. That is what Christmas is all
about. It is the opportunity for love to break
out in our families, in our homes, among our
friends, wherever we are, that the back of
evil might be broken in our individual lives and
we be set free to be the loving creatures God
made man to be. That is why Christmas is
always associated with warmth and love and
joy and forgiveness, with healing and beauty
and light and glory. To celebrate the beauty
and mystery of Christmas we usually give
gifts, but nothing we give can compare with
that greatest of all gifts given to us through
the birth of Jesus. A very special gift that
will anger no one, a gift that will satisfy each
group of people, all religions, ethnicities and
colours. In fact a gift that will satisfy all
people everywhere, even us! So what is that
gift - a gift whose price is beyond worth ? It
is the gift that we and our loved ones may
enjoy Peace on Earth.

Merry Christmas to you all . GML






























































































































